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WHAT IS ARCHAEOLOGY 

 

Yet no known historical documentation tells us 

exactly what animals were used for food by the Plymouth 

colonists, what types of dishes were used in the homes, 

when the first bricks were produced locally, or what types 

of nails, window canes or door hardware were used in 

constructing the houses. 

 

The “where” of archaeological work is as important 

as the “when”. Modern archaeologists are pursuing their 

investigations in all those places where man lives or has 

lived at any time in the past. Sites are excavated in the 



frigid Arctic, in the tropical jungles of America, Africa and 

Asia, on the open plains of the United States, beneath the 

streets of London, and even under the waters along the 

coastlines of many parts of the world. 

 

With the entire world from which to draw his  

materials, and a two million year span of time represented 

by them, it is the task of the archaeologist today to 

integrate this immense yet imperfect corpus of data into a 

meaningful picture, and in so doing provide an 

understanding of cultural process in time and space.   


