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Ancient Mesopotamian Religion 

 

Deities: 

 

Mesopotamian religion was polytheistic, thereby 

accepting the existence of many different deities, both 

male and female, though it was also henotheistic, with 

certain gods being viewed as superior to others by their 

specific devotees. These devotees were often from a 

particular city or city-state that held that deity as 

its patron deity, for instance the god  Enki was often 

associated with the city of  Eridu in Sumer, the god  

Ashur with Assur and Assyria, Enlil with the Sumerian 

city of Nippur, Ishtar with the Assyrian city of Arbela, and 



the god Marduk was associated with Babylon. Though the 

full number of gods and goddesses found in Mesopotamia 

is not known, K. Tallqvist, in his Akkadische 

Götterepitheta (1938) counted around two thousand four 

hundred that we now know about, most of which had 

Sumerian names. In the Sumerian language, the gods were 

referred to as dingir, while in the Akkadian language they 

were known as ilu and it seems that there was syncreticism 

between the gods worshipped by the two groups, adopting 

one another's deities. 

 

The Mesopotamian gods bore many similarities 

with humans, and were anthropomorphic, thereby having 

humanoid form. Similarly, they often acted like humans, 

requiring food and drink, as well as drinking alcohol and 



subsequently suffering the effects of drunkenness, but 

were thought to have a higher degree of perfection than 

common men. They were thought to be more powerful, 

all-seeing and all-knowing, unfathomable, and, above all, 

immortal. 


