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Ancient Mesopotamian Religion

The Sumerian god Enki was later also adopted by the
Akkadians, initially under his original name, and later as Ea.
Similarly the Sumerian moon god Nanna became the
Akkadian Sin while the Sumerian sun god Utu became the
Akkadian Shamash. One of the most notable goddesses was
the Sumerian sex and war deity Inanna. With the later rise to
power of the Babylonians in the 18th century BC, the
king, Hammurabi, declared Marduk, a deity who before then

had not been of significant importance, to a position of



supremacy alongside Anu and Enlil in southern

Mesopotamia.

Perhaps the most significant legend to survive from

Mesopotamian religion is the Epic of Gilgamesh, which tells

the story of the heroic king Gilgamesh and his wild

friend Enkidu, and the former's search for immortality which

is entwined with all the gods and their approval. It also

contains the earliest reference to The Great Flood.

Reconstruction

As with most dead religions, many aspects of the

common practices and intricacies of the doctrine have been



lost and forgotten over time. However, much of the
information and knowledge has survived, and great work has
been done by historians and scientists, with the help of
religious scholars and translators, to re-construct a working
knowledge of the religious history, customs, and the role
these beliefs played in everyday life in Sumer, Akkad,
Assyria, Babylonia, Ebla and Chaldea during this time.
Mesopotamian religion is thought to have been an influence
on  subsequent religions throughout the  world,

including Canaanite, Aramean, and ancient Greek.



