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Archaeoloqgical Survey of Al-Hira/lraq:

Fieldwork campaign 2015

Whereas the history of al-Hira has been the subject

of several studies, archaeological research on the ground

has been restricted to excavations of isolated structures,

which were published in preliminary reports or remained

unpublished. In contrast to this the present project pursues

an integrated approach focusing on questions of settlement

development and urban context and seeking to provide

data for the definition of areas of high heritage value that

should be protected and further investigated

archaeologically in the near future. Relevant data are



acquired by the evaluation of satellite images, aerial
photographs and map data, by the topographical
identification of previous excavations and a comparative
review of their results and by a survey of still undeveloped
areas and adjacent zones extending to the south and
southeast of present-day Najaf and Kufa. The project is
carried out in cooperation with the Department of
Antiquities, Najaf, the German Archaeological Institute
(DALI), and the Berlin Institute of Technology (TU) and

supported by the University of Kufa.

Considering that archaeological work at al-Hira
started in 1931, it is not surprising that the conclusiveness
and informative value of the available data varies greatly.

This refers in particular to the earliest explorations and



soundings. Their exact position remains vague or even
unknown. Another difficulty is that pottery and small finds
were documented very briefly if at all. Against this
backdrop one objective of our work was the definition of
exact geodata and mapping of all sites of previous

archaeological activities on georeferenced satellite images.



