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1. History

Revisionist history promotes a new view of
chronological events, usually for political purposes.
Radical revisionists diminish the credibility of a previous
view and may even deny that certain events happened at
all. Some revisionist Asian historians have ignored long-
standing conflicts among native peoples and have
explained Asia’s conflicts as a consequence of
colonialism and its class-oriented cultural milieu. Good
motives among the revisionists—to  promote
reconciliation among traditional rivals—don’t excuse
bad history. History is valuable only if its stories coincide
with verifiable facts. From far away, an observer may see
clearly that a given conflict had nothing to do with
colonialism and a lot to do with 1,000-year-old rivalries.
But this is not likely to matter much to a confirmed
revisionist historian. At Iits core, revisionism—Dby the
government in particular—is an Orwellian exercise in
thought control, not honest science.
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