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1. Ghosts

Some say that sailors are a superstitious group. Long nights of watching stars
predispose them to a belief in astrology. Long periods of isolation lead them to
believe in psychic phenomena that others would laugh at. This may explain
sailors’ frequent reports of seeing phantom ships. From the Gulf of Mexico,
across the Atlantic, and to the South China Sea, sailors often claim that such
vessels haunt the seas. One of the most famous stories of ghost ships is the Flying
Dutchman, which sailed in 1680 from Amsterdam to Dutch East India under
Hendrick Vanderdecken.When the captain ignored the danger warnings of a
storm, his ship was smashed and the crew was lost. According to legend, his
arrogance invoked the wrath of God, who condemned the lost crewmembers to
battle the waters off the Cape of Good Hope for eternity. Since then, there have
been repeated sightings of the Flying Dutchman, one as recent as 1939. Many
sightings of phantom ships occur in areas where vessels are known to have sunk.
Sailors can never divine when or where they will next encounter a phantom ship.
Rather, most of their sightings occur randomly, only later to bring forth
information of a former sea horror. Some say that ghosts aboard a phantom ship
are trying to use living sailors as their intermediaries. Still others think that the
existence of phantom ships is merely a self-perpetuating myth for bored sailors
who are prone to too much idle meditation about the meaning of life and death
on the high seas.

L)
ale & e W agan 5 o gaill 38Lia (e Alisha JUI Ad1A e sena o laall ¢ u'ah.ﬂ\cd}ﬁa
3 05 AY) Lo dlanmy 38 3 Agudill a) slally el ) 55 A1 pall (ge Al sha il

G“JLY‘M‘)L‘M\@LW w}l\u&d\‘uj)uco))u\cjbql\})@\&)um
)@.a..u\ u,oa.la\j J\A.J\ .J)\.Lu uS.uJ\ 0l d.mu\ o)\;.ﬂ\ &J.\\.Au\.c ¢ 64}.\;1\ u.ual\ );.IL;\)
MJMJ\ A.\.@J\ ‘;\ ?“JJM‘U“ YA (’L‘;L?ﬂ')x\ (SJS\‘)JLH\ (SJJ}@J\ C\_\u‘)ﬂus.uuamﬁ
u@‘mhj\w#\u\ymu&m}\d@uum}‘u&ajmud.a)m::mauumaﬂxj\
(3 s8dall adlal) a\)s\u\a\éql\u.u\g_xm;u)u\mjim u}a‘wjiau)\ltsej,esu\m}

il sell 5 5 Sie Claaliie llia cilS ¢ pall @l die 2V ) sllall a1 (ul 5 4008 oyl 4 jlaal
g yrall (o ) (shaliall 8 Apan sl i) saliia (e 22l aad 1 AF4 Gle ) 3 ey laaad ¢ ikl
Aadal) 5 pall 8 dem 5 Aishos (g s e (il ) (e A8 e Il 3 jlaall (S0 Y L iy 8 i)
e e e glae il GaY iy 3 b sdie JSE agilaalia alhee Gaaad o dlld e Yy
el el o€ e La¥ 5 lal aladind Jglai dgan 5 Ao (i o ZLdY) Gl (el J s il (5o
Sl 5 mdiy (Al 3ol Aalxinsa 3 ) shand 3 e 8 s ol Gall asa s o (0 9a8imy (5 AT D0 Y

Dl Jeb b sall s sball e s Jalad) Jalill e 58S ) 0 shiay 03



